RILINK Meeting 

9/22/04

Cranston High School West

Minutes

Meeting attendees- Doris Duggan (Scituate Middle/High School), Dorothy Frechette, Kathy Gendron (St. Mary Academy, Bay View), Beth Grabbert (Cranston High School West), Susan Murphy (Knotty Oak Middle School), Jane Perry ( Newport), Deborah Rossi (Woonsocket Middle School), Elaine Shanley (Johnston High School), Ginny Smith (Deering Middle School), and Jean Wickenden (Newport).

1. The meeting commenced at 3:35 p.m. with the attendees introducing themselves. Dorothy asked for a volunteer RILINK representative to the LORI Committee. Elaine Shanley volunteered and was appointed.

2. Problems with RICAT’s slow response time were discussed. Dorothy explained RICAT. 52 schools are RILINK members; 21 of the 52 members are (or will be shortly) using RICAT. 

3. Pricing for online subscription databases was discussed. The new part-time RILINK librarian, when appointed, will possibly handle subscription maintenance.

4. A response has not yet been received from OLIS regarding the grant submitted last June to upgrade the Internet connection, including the firewall, router and memory. OLIS says a response should come next week. The East Bay Collaborative has also set aside funds for the upgrades.

5. New members include all of the East Greenwich public schools and the remaining public schools in Coventry (three are already RILINK members- Coventry High School, Knotty Oak Middle School, and Flat River Middle School).

6. The advantages of RICAT for cataloging were discussed. Also, accessibility from outside of the school library was an important feature for LMSs and students. 

7. Dorothy stated that she is working on the budget.

8. Dorothy asked if everyone received her e-mail stating that Follett notices regarding expiring maintenance agreements should be ignored. She assured everyone that all maintenance agreements were up to date.

9. Some members discussed the difficulty they have getting supplies from OLIS.

10. The proposed job description for a part-time RILINK librarian was reviewed. Members agreed to go ahead with the posting and discussed places to post the position including RIEMA, RILA, URI, Simmons, and OLIS. Kathy Gendron agreed to participate in the interview process.

11. Members agreed to continue holding meetings on Wednesdays at 3:30. Future meeting dates are:

Oct. 20- Knotty Oak Middle School, Coventry

Nov. 10- Scituate Middle/High School

Dec.  15

Jan.- no meeting

Feb. 16

Mar. 16

Apr. 27- Annual dinner- location to be announced (suggestions for centrally located restaurants are welcome).

May 25

Hosts are needed for meeting dates not yet assigned to schools.

12. The RILINK technology plan was reviewed. It was suggested that having a mentor available to work with new members just coming on board would help with questions and confusion regarding the creation of their technology plans and other OLIS requirements. Dorothy mentioned the possibility of moving the server to RINET to improve response time. She will also talk to Peter Beerman about strengthening the backup system. In reference to Goal 1, Objective D, the RILINK cataloguer will start working on the RICAT database shortly to improve the bibliographic records.

13. Kathy suggested RILINK run a workshop for prospective, new and current members. Dorothy said she is considering conducting an inventory workshop.

14. Dorothy asked for feedback on the trial subscriptions to Science Resource Center and Kids InfoBits, but there was nothing yet to report.

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

