RILINK Meeting Minutes

10/26/05

Attendees: Ellen Caron (Cranston), Donna Good (Narragansett), Doris Duggan (Scituate), Dave Fontaine (Middletown), Patti Folsom (RILINK), Dorothy Frechette (RILINK), Beth Grabbert (Cranston), Phyllis Humphrey (East Greenwich), Carol Mayhew (South Kingstown), Susan Murphy (Coventry), Sister Diane Russo (Mercymount), Linda Wood.

1. Dorothy began the meeting with some announcements: 

a. She is seeking grant money to be able to take RICAT to the next level technologically. 

b. Links have been placed on the RILINK website to articles and other resources promoting and supporting school libraries.

(http://www.rilink.org/members_page.htm) 

c. Dorothy has been in contact with Julia Steiny (Providence Journal columnist). Dorothy passed around a letter she had written to Ms. Steiny.

2. Dave Fontaine, LMS at Middletown High School, presented the RIDE professional development workshops he has created for teachers and educators on the topic of Information Literacy. The workshops (downloadable Powerpoints) concentrate on Web searching, evaluation of online information, and Web resources. The workshops can be taken either for graduate credit through URI, or as professional development to satisfy RIDE requirements. The workshops are online, and further information is available at http://www.rideworkshops.blogspot.com. Contact information for Dave is also available at this site. 

3. Dorothy referred everyone to the “For members” section of the RILINK Website (see URL above). New information has been added as well as links to professional development resources, including Dave Fontaine’s program. The entire ILL manual is now available on the site.

4. Dorothy is looking for three volunteers to evaluate the RILINK Website and comment on what is useful and what needs to be changed.

5. The issue of “where do we go from here?” was raised. Our server has the capacity to handle approximately fifty libraries before maxing out. One possible solution is the addition of a set of new hard drives that would allow the total capacity to reach 100 libraries. There was further discussion of RILINK vs. RICAT and whether we would like to all be on one system, furthering the idea that we could then request books directly through our own catalogs. 

6. Dorothy asked for feedback on how everything was going with RILINK and RICAT.

7. The next meeting will be December 14th at Cranston High School West.

8. The meeting adjourned at 5:15.

B. Grabbert/CHSW

