RILINK Meeting

11/10/04

Scituate Middle/High School

Minutes

Meeting Attendees- Doris Duggan (Scituate), Elaine Shanley (Johnston), Patti Folsom (RILINK), Kathy Gendron (Bay View), Ginny Smith (West Warwick), Jane Perry (Newport), Beth Grabbert (Cranston), Dorothy Frechette (RILINK).

1. The meeting commenced at 3:30 with Doris Duggan sharing the “Free Books Distribution to Underserved Communities Library Program” catalog. This catalog offers primarily art books, but they have offered photography and poetry books in the past. Their e-mail contact is artresources@earthlink.net.

2. Patti Folsom has been hired as the new RILINK part-time librarian. Her e-mail is Pattifm@cox.net.   She will be working with our new libraries and current members on re-certification for LORI membership.

3. LORI certification was discussed in depth. Dorothy suggested that everyone bookmark the LORI website (www.lori.ri.gov). Dorothy reviewed the requirement that every school must meet LORI standards for re-certification every three years. Every school must submit annual updates for the 2nd and 3rd years between full re-certification. An annual update includes

· ILL statistics- everyone should have received a year-end ILL statistic report from Dorothy in September for the previous school year. Contact Dorothy if you need a copy. Last year’s statistics can be used for this year’s annual report.

· Technology plan- this can be a new plan, an update of the previous plan, or a statement that the previous plan is still current. A waiver can also be requested for more time to complete the technology plan. There is a technology plan template available on the LORI website (see URL below). Dorothy stated that the technology plan does not need to be a lengthy document. Its purpose is to state the school’s technology needs and how the school plans to go about getting the funding for these needs. It can be a one page document.

· LORI standards and the forms that need to be submitted can be found on the LORI website at www.lori.ri.gov/loristand/default.php. Some of the forms can be completed and submitted online. Once the ILL statistics and the technology assessment are submitted, and the technology plan has been updated/resubmitted/renewed the annual update can be completed. 

· Each school within a district must be re-certified separately. One application cannot be submitted for the district.

· Chaichin Chen (LORI) will be present at the December RILINK meeting (12/15, Chariho High School) to discuss the certification process. Member concerns to address at this meeting are

a. the lack of feedback from LORI once everything is submitted.

b. the possible addition of a section to the technology plan form for the explanation of unusual circumstances or situations (for ex. many libraries do not have control over all of the technology included in the plan).

4. Some people are unsure about how to access items not available through the RILINK catalog. From the OLIS homepage (www.lori.ri.gov/default.php), click on LORI Pro, then interlibrary loan for options.  Everyone is encouraged to sign up for a LORI username and password for access to FirstSearch (which includes full text periodicals), the Helin catalog and WorldCat. Kelly Lima at OLIS handles FirstSearch and is very responsive to queries.

5. Loan periods to other RILINK libraries should be a minimum of four weeks to allow for transit time. Follett will allow you to create a RILINK patron type with its own loan period. Contact Dorothy if you have any questions.

6. If you are in need of web-based resources for yourself or teachers, you can search WorldCat and limit the results to electronic resources. Annotations and grade levels are supplied. There is no charge for any staff member of a LORI library.

7. The RICAT server was moved and upgraded on Saturday Nov. 13.

8. Dorothy has talked to other schools that are interested in joining RICAT including the Cranston middle schools, Middletown elementary schools and Pawtucket. Follett is offering a discount through the end of January.

9. RICAT libraries should be doing all ILL through RILINK, not RICAT. Some of the libraries using RICAT are newly automated, and are not yet members of the statewide library network; they cannot respond to holds placed through RICAT as they have no way to send the materials requested.

10. There was a discussion of how to boost attendance at RILINK meetings. It was suggested that one central meeting location be chosen for the year. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00.

