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SECRETARY’S REPORT

March 24, 2004

PRESENT: Sister Diane Russo, Dorothy Frechette, Jane Perry, Livia Giroux, Donna Good, Joyce Boyd, Carol Mayhew, Joy Starnino, Patti Folsom and Kathy Gendron.

The meeting was called to order at 3:45 P.M.


A demo of netTrekker was conducted. NetTrekker is a subject-categorized list of 200,000 web sites evaluated for content, accuracy and reliability. Sites are divided by elementary and secondary education.  The elementary interface has a larger font and less text. Some of netTrekker’s important features: 

· Each site evaluated by a teacher, librarian or other expert 

· The credentials of the evaluator are available

· Each site is linked to the state standards

· Each site is checked for dead links and appropriate content every 48 hours.

Pricing for 1-2 sites is $1195.00.  Remote access is included. For large schools or organizations there is per student pricing.  If RILINK should want to purchase this product funding would have to be found.  This trial is available to the end of March. Follett is coming out with a similar program soon.  A trial of Newsbank is also available until the end of April.

Dorothy reported there are now 41 schools in RILINK and just under 40,000 students.  Flat River (CFR) and Knotty Oak (CKO) are online and ready to borrow and lend.  Smithfield is back in business after renovations.  Woonsocket Middle and High School are almost ready.  The Newport schools are using Destiny-RICAT.  They have experienced some problems with the speed of the system.  There seems to be someone trying to hack into the system and interfering with the server.  RINET is looking into it.  Dorothy asks everyone to report any problems with RILINK to her. She will investigate.  Some people experience problems on Monday mornings.  Dorothy explained that that is a RIDE problem. Everyone is checking his or her e-mail on Monday mornings.

Proposed billing sheets were made available to members at the meeting.  Any schools without representation at the meeting Dorothy will send the billing sheet though the delivery.  Please indicate what products you want and sign and mail to Dorothy.  (She is not on the delivery route.)  Dorothy is aware that budgets are not set as yet.  In preparing the prices she used the student population figures provided by the school department to the Department of Education.  Everyone using Follett must maintain Follett software.  Everything else is your choice. Those schools that already have Gale Student Resource Center Gold and Opposing Viewpoints can get a better price purchasing them together rather than separately.  Dorothy is asking schools to generate a Purchase Order.  If you need a bill let her know and a bill will be prepared.


RILINK statistics for this school year were presented.  Last year there were over 3400 transactions.  This year to February there have already been over 3400.  This is very good even with some school libraries closed due to renovations for at least part of the school year: Smithfield High School and East Providence High School.  


RILINK will have an exhibit at RIEMA.  Please stop by.  Librarians interested in joining RILINK like to speak with other librarians that are already in RILINK.  Dorothy has mugs with the logo Jennifer Long designed for the website .  She sent them to Channel 10’s coffee cup salute.  Keep your eye open for the segment.  RILINK is a sponsor of the Libraries Future Conference on May 7th.  Dorothy encouraged members to attend.


Attendees expressed concern that more members do not attend the meetings.  The meetings are open to any member.  Please consider attending future meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce E. Boyd

FYI

· Next meeting-April 21st, Mercymount, Cumberland at 3:45 P.M.

Please consider attending this meeting!

· Save the date! May 13th RILINK dinner meeting - Stay tuned for details!

· The Champlin Foundation is making grants available to public middle schools this year.  The grant must be initiated by the School Improvement Team and signed by the principal and superintendent.  These grants are competitive.

